
 

 
Diplomacy Lab Fair + Competition  
APRIL 1, 2016 | 9:00am - 3:30pm 

@StateDept | 320 21st Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20520 
 

 

 



 

Diplomacy Lab | Wonk Tank 
GEORGE C. MARSHALL CONFERENCE CENTER AT THE HARRY S. TRUMAN BUILDING ​DRAFT PROGRAM 

8:30 - 9:00 Setup time for university exhibitions 

9:00 - 9:30 Registration and Check-in 

9:30 - 9:45 Welcoming Remarks 
Special Representative for Global Partnerships Andrew O’Brien 

9:45 - 10:45 Lightning Pitches 
VSFS - YPFP - No Lost Generation - U.S. Department of State - CSIS - Peace Corps 

10:45 - 11:00 Coffee Break 

11:00 - 12:00 Diplomacy Lab 101: Best Practices 
● Thomas Debass (Moderator), Deputy Special Representative for Global Partnerships 
● Dennis Vega, Managing Director for Planning, Performance, & Systems, Office of U.S. 

Foreign Assistance Resources 
● Leonid Lantsman, Bureau of International Law and Narcotics 
● Gabriel Filippelli, IUPUI Diplomacy Lab Coordinator 
● Cliff Maxwell, University of Virginia Diplomacy Lab Coordinator 

12:00 - 1:00 Networking Lunch 

1:00 - 1:45 Wonk Talks: Wonk Tank Judges Panel 
● Siddharth Mohandas (Moderator), Deputy Director of Policy and Planning  
● Deputy Assistant to the President and National Security Advisor to the Vice President 

Colin Kahl 
● Assistant Secretary Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Bureau of African Affairs 
● Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary John Heffern, Bureau of European and Eurasian 

Affairs 

1:45 - 2:00 Keynote Remarks 
Director General of the Foreign Service Arnold Chacon 

2:00 - 3:00 Wonk Tank  Student Pitches 
Policy pitches by the four student finalists 

3:00 - 3:15 Judging Deliberation 
Coffee Break 

3:15 - 3:30 Announcement of Winning Wonk and Closing Remarks 
Ambassador Kristie Kenney, Counselor to the Secretary of State [Invited] 

 

@DiplomacyLab | ​www.diplomacylab.org​ | ​diplomacylab@state.gov​ | #WonkTank 
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